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ARTIST BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 

 

Artist name: 

Hansen, Biruta Akerbergs 

 

City and country of birth: 

Esslingen, Germany 

 

Residence: 

American 

 

Education: 

B.A., Brooklyn College of the City University of New York, 1967 

Four-year evening certificate, Cooper Union for the Advancement of Arts and Sciences, 

1968 

Art Students League, New York, NY, 1973-1975 

Northern Virginia Community College, 1980-1981 

 

Career: 

Freelance natural science illustrator, 1984- 

Instructor of natural science illustration techniques for Guild of Natural Science 

Illustrators (1986) and Maryland Institute of Art, Baltimore, MD (1987) 

Museum specialist, Smithsonian Institution, 1976-1984 

 

Artwork medium: 

Acrylic 

Scratchboard 

Carbon dust 

Oil 

 

One-Person Exhibition(s): 

• 1987, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC 

 

Group Exhibition(s): 

• 1985, National Academy of Sciences, Washington, DC 

• 1986, American Association for the Advancement of Sciences, Washington, DC 

• 1987, U.S. National Arboretum, Washington, DC 

• 1987, Loudon Museum, Leesburg, VA 

• 1987, Georgia Museum of Art, Athens, GA 

 

Honors/Awards:  

• 1974, Robert Beverly Hale Award, Art Students League, New York, NY 

• 1979, 2nd Place. Natural Science Illustration, Association of Medical Illustrators 

Annual Meeting; 1981, 1st Place, color category, Guild of Natural Science 

Illustrators 

• The Art Directors Club 66th Annual Exhibition 1987 Merit Award 
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Collections:  

Smithsonian Institution, National Museum of Natural History and National Zoological 

Park 
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